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PROSTATE CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 
Statement 

HON STEVE MARTIN (Agricultural) [5.31 pm]: I take this opportunity to bring to members’ attention that 
September is Prostate Cancer Awareness Month. Media reporting on that event this morning had some very disturbing 
news. Three areas of Western Australia have recorded a massive increase in deadly prostate cancer diagnoses in 
what has been described as a worrying trend. The areas that have recorded a steep increase in diagnoses compared 
with the national average include Perth’s inner suburbs, Bunbury and Mandurah. 
I am very keen to bring to the house’s attention the importance of awareness of this devastating disease. In particular, 
and we are not quite sure why, the wheatbelt, where I live, has recorded a death rate of 31.06 per 100 000. The national 
average is 24.92. For whatever reason, whether wheatbelt men are less likely to get tested or tested early, that is a bad 
number. In parts of WA, those numbers are getting worse. The chief executive of the Prostate Cancer Foundation 
of Australia, Jeff Dunn, made some comments on this today. He said it was a worrying trend and suggested — 

“We need men to be diagnosed as early as possible … if we detect it early enough, survival rates in Australia 
are now at 95 per cent … 

I urge men, particularly in this place but also more generally, to have a conversation with your general practitioner 
around this disease. Returning to the numbers in the wheatbelt and great southern, close friends and relations of 
mine have been affected by this disease. Even with a 95 per cent survival rate, it often makes significant changes 
to a person’s life in recovery. I welcome the opportunity to raise the profile of this devastating disease. Thank you. 

House adjourned at 5.33 pm 
__________ 
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